Pyoderma gangraenosum, a rare, but potentially fatal complication in paediatric oncology patients.
Pyoderma gangraenosum (PG) is a serious chronic, ulcerative skin disorder afflicting both adults and children. As PG is often associated with systemic diseases (>50%) such as inflammatory bowel disease, rheumatoid arthritis or haematological disorders, it requires a multidisciplinary approach. This disorder is not commonly reported in paediatrics; therefore children with PG represent a particularly difficult diagnostic challenge. Clinical diagnosis is often delayed and PG is only considered after eliminating other causes of cutaneous ulcers. We report a 4-year-old boy with secondary myelodysplastic syndrome following treatment for acute lymphoblastic leukaemia who presented with a massive inflammatory, ulcerative proliferation of the lower lip which was diagnosed as PG. We have reviewed the literature with reference to diagnostic criteria and treatment options of this disorder that is particularly rare in childhood.